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A comparison of the three versions of Anne Frank's diary; Anne's original entries, including

never-before-published material; the diary as she herself edited it while in hiding; and the

best-known version, edited by her father.B & W photographs throughout
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"The Diary of Anne Frank: The Critical Edition" is a wonderful chronicle on the life and writings of

that perky Dutch teenager. Now in my late thirties, I first read her diary at thirteen. I was just a frisky

Australian schoolboy trying to learn more about the mysterious world of girls. That first read, though,

put me in tears. The diary enchanted me and I wanted to know more about Anne, her family, and

those fatal frosted footsteps beyond the Secret Annex.In time, I would learn more, much more. As

the "The Critical Edition" shows there is in fact not one diary but several as Anne rethought and

revised her own work. "The Critical Edition" places the various revisions side by side so readers can

gain an insight into how Anne constructed her work. There is genius in Anne's work but it didn't

always come in the first draft. As inspiration to us mortals, she too, had to work at it."The Critical

Edition" has an especially fascinating account of the publishing history of the diary. Anne's father

was the key to publication and it would be some time before he could come to terms with Anne's

incredibly honest account of her developing sexuality and those raw comments on her mother,

Edith. Publication also came at a time when people's minds were barely coping with understanding

World War II and its legacy. For the first time, "The Critical Edition" highlights the difficulties with



translating Anne's diary into German and how, for some, it had come too soon and too fast after the

great conflict. Yet, for others, the diary was too good to be the work of - in Anne's words - an

"incurable chatterbox".
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